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laughed at and his advice was passed over. He had
not been consulted before the occupation of Smyrna
by the Greeks. In its early stages he had wished to
deal with the Nationalist movement, and he had been
forbidden to do so. He had had no say in the terms
of the Treaty of S&vres. In every case his advice had
been sound, and it had been ignored or listened to
too late. Now the High Commission had become no
more than a glorified post-office, with a department for
forwarding and re-addressing letters and requests. There
was an incident that aptly illustrated the position.
Eighteen days after the issue of the Treaty of Sevres
no copy had reached the High Commission. Mr. Ryan,
the Dragoman, when visiting the Grand Vizier, saw
that he had several copies on a table, and Damad Ferid
Pasha kindly gave him a copy. From this we discovered
the exact details of the Treaty of Sevres. It is said
that Admiral Sir John de Robeck, the High Commis-
sioner, telegraphed the same evening to the Foreign
Office to the effect:
" Beg to inform you Turks have to-day presented
terms of Peace Treaty to Allies/1
and that the laconic reply came back:
" High Commissioner's number so and so not under-
stood."
That reply was symbolical of the relation between
the Home Government and the High Commissioner.
Had his advice been followed, or even listened to, in
the early months of the Armistice, the impasse now
arrived at would not have occurred. Wireless and tele-